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The ,Ker;nédy Bro‘thefi;v Attor-

‘ney General Robert and President

~ John, seem to be a little confused
{on who ordered what in connection
with the abortive 1961 invasion of
1Cuba. '
{ Some time ago, when Robert was
jquoted as saying, “My brother
imade a mistake,” it appeared he
‘meant the president had made a
smistake in cancelling the aircraft
rumbrella which he had promised
,would help the invaders. More rec-
iently, in an article entitled, “At-
'torney General Robert Kenvoedy
ispeaks his mind,” it appears '
{meant his brother made a mistiti
'in supporting the invasion in ihe
l{irst place, or that he did not sup-
Iport it. O, is it possible that he
imennt his brother made two mis-
it:xkes-——oné when he gave the go-
i ahead signal for the invasion and
again when he cancelled the prom-
Yised air protection?
Now we are constrained to won-
.der how many mistakes Robert
:thinks his brother msade in con-
{nection with the invasion of Cuba
.ard whether he also thinks his
ihrother has made a good many
other mistakes. There is even the
f;possibility that Robert, who has
tbeen sitting gide by side with John
%Kennedy at the president’s desk.
iand has heen labeled No. 2 presi-
ident, may think his own intelli-
llg»ence'iand shrewdness exceed that
‘of “my brother, the president.”
! After the Memphis Commercial
' Appeal had stated that President

i
1Kennedy uordered” the invasion of

.

aditorially the Commercial Apncal

+had this to say on that subjecl:
| wA reader challenges the Com-
'mercial Appeal’s use of the word

"tiennedy’s role in determinity

“did more than permit the exiles to

I(uba one of the readers objected..

biordered’ inD@nitized PApproved+For

Twhether CUDET €
‘tried to invade C
ril, 1961. s

“Perhaps it {s mot the preclse
word. Nevertheless, Mr. Kennedy'

gatm uba in p-

mount the attack. Planning for the
operation was done by agencies of
the United States government, in-

cluding the Central Intelligence °

Agency. Unless the president had
¢iven his go - ahead signal there
could have been no attack. It was
‘a simple question of yes or no.

’ “Ihe president says he approved
the attack on the advice of others

in the execcutive branch but that "

he acceptls full responsibility.

Thus it is merely academic as to
whether he merely agreed to bad
advice or ‘ordered’ the ill-fated in-:
vasion.” _

Robert Kennedy stirred new
doubts s to the accuracy of his.
own statements when he said air?
‘coverage or assistance w
planned nor promised.

For almost two years since that.
attack, numerous authorities had:

ctated that the air coverage was’’
promised. So {ar as all writers and

officials have d
promisc had never been

isclosed, such a’
denied by

the president. 1f he did not promise -

tance, he was doing the
poople of the United States and
Cuba an injustice by not clearing
up the matter. During all that time
he was extremely anxious to put
through a4 ransom program to ob-
tain the release of those captured
in the invasion. This {inally was
done, though government assis-
tance, including a reported promise
o allow income tax deductions on
money thus contributed. There
were even hints that many of those
Reledsé CIARBP7

. nment pressurc.

this assis

as never -though

“attack was mounted
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Among those who said Presie;
dent Kennedy promised air support:
for .the jnvasion was Dagoberto
Darias, who commanded a trans-
port vessel in the exile attack, He
said air cover was promised and’;
charged that President Kennedyj
betrayed the Cuban patriots, al-
“his brother is attempting
to justify him on the Bay of Pigs
fiasco.” f
" Another of the leaders in thej
Cuban invasion, said an American;
army colonel assured him ther
would be “full air control.”

Darias said C.1.A. members had®
gaid there would be air cover. He
added that on the morning the SR
22 jets bear--
ing the invaders’ insiznia {lew over CT
the boats carrying exile troops:
«Thig proves they were prepared; .
to give us air power,” Datias said.” -

These things «nd R ert Ken- -
ncdy's recent statemcht lenve us®
wondering how many mistakes ;
Robert thinks his brother Ros,
made and whether he coneurs ni;t\g
Washington official's statement”
that the government has a right {o




